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17 Saptenber 1965

MRORANDUM POR THE DEPUTY DIRECTOR

ViA i Executive Divector-Compiroller

BUBJECT: Ruay Cline's Bfforts with Certain of the Press to Improve Public
Coafldence in Agency

l. This memorandwm is for iaformetion only.

2. With rising clamor impeiring public confidence in the Agency as
an institution and in the campetence ¢f some of its perscnnel it may be
that there is a need to explore new approaches to methods of restoring
diminishing falth in the Agency's competence. In this connectlon the
preas relstions activities since 1957 to dmte of Mr. Rey 8, Cline,
Deputy Director {Intelligence) may bde of some interest. Without self-
iaterest and purely in the intexrest of the Agency, Mr. Cline has become
a source of informestion to certain members of the Press. Mr. Cline's
wmethods of oparation as gleaned from his reports to the Assistaat to
the Director causes him to express the bellef that his discussions benefit
the general } of the Agency with these newsmen. JAong newsmez who
have had the benafit of Mr. Cline's viewpoints are:

Joseph C, Harsch, ex-CHRISTIAN BCIENCE MONITOR, now NBC
Walter Lippmann, LOB ANGELES TIMES Symdicate

Jobn Seott, TIME

Jossph Alsep, Publishers' Rewspaper Syndicate

Wallece Carroll, then NEW YORK TIMES Washington Buresu
Cy Bulzberger, HEVW YORX TIMES

Benry Gemill, Phil Geyelin, and Louls Kraar, WALL STREET JOURNAL
Charles Bartlett, Rublishers' Newspaper Syndicate

Mex B, Johneon, U.S. NEWS & VORLD REPORT

Merry Schvart:, NEW YORK TIMIS

Kill Bhapnon, NEW YORK TIMES

Jess Cook, TIME

Stewert Alscp, BATUFDAY EVINING FPOBT

William 8. White, United Peatures Byndicate

thalmere Roberts, WASHISGTON POST

Murrey Marder, WASEXIGTON POST

thexdes J,V., Murphy, FORTUSE

Russell Wiggine and Alfred Friendly, WASHINGTON POST
Tod Szule, NEW YORX TIMZS

Koy Graham, Publisher, WASHIMGTON POST and NEWSWEEK
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3. Pertinent to Mr. Cline's press activities of this date is 2
report of 10 September 1963 when he gave Jess Cook of TIMZ a "brief
perscnal evalustion of ¥Mr. Cline reported he told
Cock he could give him no officid) infoxmation end Cline gave Cook a

|

M¥r. Clina "repeatedly stressed that not everybolly wvould nacessarily agree
vith ny personal evalustion.” Mr. Clige expressed the thought thut this
brisfing "will be in srests of & resscpnoble patment

L

e N5

4, imother coincidence of history repeating sfter two years is this
"alow-down” of the Russian econony briafing te Btewsrt Alsop of the
BAVIDAY IVENING POST, a lively subject of sctivity today. Mr. Cline

ed on 13 Decenber 1963 thet on tie previcus day, with Messrs.[ |
at the Director's instruction, he gave a two-hour
to Alsop on the alov-down rate of the Soviet economy, which was
the substance of a briefing the DCI gave to the NSC, exeluding military
veapens dats. Ie stressed the pressure of militery expenditures on the
allocation of resources, the gold resarve problem, long term credits in
reletion to importing chemical fertili:er plsats and other equipment, etc.

5. Jaother coincidence is the report thet when Mr. Cline shortly
goes to New Tork City sccampanying his deughter who is to attend school
in that ares he plans to see Zarry Schivertz at the NEW YORK TIMES and
discuss Boviet economic matters with M. Schwartz. In & report of
19 January 1965 Mr. Cline sald that while in Hew Yoxk City on other
businesa he stopped et the TIMEIE at the invitation of Harry Schwartz and
Bill Shannon to meet Editor John Oskes "to esteblish a little repport
with the Blitoriel Board." Mr. Oukes, due to the desth of his brother,
wss not avallsble. Mr, Cline reports Le told Mr, Schwart: that the
menner of the NEW YORK TIMES handling a briefing with some of the Press
by CIA on the Soviet economy in 1964 (editorially and in the news colums)
"made it ingpossidle for CIA to releasa deta on the Soviet economy to the
nawspepers s we had last year. Mr. Chine promised Schwartz snd ¥y, Shamon
to return to the TIMES "on a suiteble occasion” in an effort to estsblish
a better unierstending and cooperation between the Agency snd the TIMES,
at lssst as far as the editoriul depsrtment wvas concerned.

6. On 28 May 1965 Mr. (0.ine conferred at luncheon ot the Coemos
Clud with William 5. White, United Pegtures columnist, whom he had met
several times et quesi.officlal fupetions., Mr, Cline reported he under-
took to call Mr. White in a fev weeks time after lesrning in answer to
Cline's question that he, ¥hite, would like to come to CIA for a genersl
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briefing on how we go sbout cur business. Mr., Cline reported a little
guiet cultivetion with White would do the Agency nc harm and he proposed,
unless the DCI and DPCI hed cbjection, to have a generel chet with him
from time to time, On 8 September 1565, Mr. Cline teleghoned to Mr. White
and 4014 hin he hed returped from a Per Bastern trip and he accepted White's
invitation to lunch., Ee phoned me for approval and received it,

7. On 2L Jenusry 1965 Mr. Cline ked his first conference with Chalmers
Boberts of the WABHINUION POEI'. Roberis told Cline he would like to hawe
discusalons from time to time “on & coppletely discreet bosis without any
sttriduticon to me (Mr. Cline) or to the Agency” and Cline sgreed to see
him "as time permitted and the subJect matter was not delicate fron either
a security or a policy point of view,” Later meetings have been held witlh
Roberts and Murey Msrder, together, end on 31 March 1965, Mr. Cline re-
ported having luncheon at the VASHINOTON POSY, at Roberts' request, with
Russall Wigeine, Alfred Friendly, Marder and Roberts. Ye reported, "The
neeting - my first with all these men except Boberts - was extremely
eordial, ond 1 think benefited the general repport of the /gency with
these Journalista.”

8, Mr. Cline hes had many luncheon conferences with Jess Cook of
TINE. These mweetings at times were "the customary tour of the horizon
of world crises,” When Mr. Cline svoided meeting Cook, he reports on
2 March 1565, "in view of the stringent limitations being put on Agency
contacts with the 88" Clirw said, "Y think Cock feels the Agency has
not besn very or fortheoming lutely.” He found Cook friendly and
thought Cook wlerstood this "is due to the general climete In Washington
and ies not something justifying resentment against us.”

9. "The only regular official ¢omtsct vhich I personelly maintein
vith e pewspaperman,” Mr. Cline reported on 25 January 1965, "is my
contact with Joseph Alsop.” Cliove wrote: "For most of the last three
years I have been seeing Alsap whenever he requested it to discuss inter-
national events of interest to him for the purpose of writing hie columns,
giving him guidence es to my thinking on these subjects vhenever 1t wvas
possidle to do 2o without diacloeing clessified information, or sensitive
poliocy plemming data, The DCI, in fect, requested me to meintain this
eontact on the grounds it wes better for Alaop to write ressonsble columns
than to have misinformation published.” Others hed the sawme reasouing as
the DCI for in & report of 23 Merch 1905 Mr. Cline reports: "&b tone
?alat, however, Joe 414 sumarize for ne hia column on Viet Cong strength

which, in fact, ren the following dsy in the WASHINGION FOST) without
asking my view om it, but speaking confidently of the situsmtion along the
lines which in fact seemed to be based on quite recent intelligence &s
reflected in the Joint CIA/DIA/Btate momo of 17 March 1965. My guess is
thet the dsta therein hal been sumarized for Alsop the preceding dsy or
on that very day.” Alsop in Jmmuary expressed to Mr. Cline, the latter
reported ou 25 Jausry 1965, "the President had issued scme kind of
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he could get any concrete evidence. In view of the many invitstions which
be gives me, I told the DCI thet I felt that I could only meke a complete
bresk with Alsop with some indlcetion of cofficisl constraint on me, which
might be Just the tring that would cccusion a hostile story sbout the

White House, CIA, or me.” Cline recomended severely limited meetings

with Alsop on socisl cccasions, but not a corplete bresk-off and the

DCI concurred in that view. On 18 June 1965 Mr. Cline reported he found
Alsop "in @ state of despondence.” Cline wrote: 'Pert of his despondency
is due to the feeling that the Fresident 18 not doing all he csn do to sdlve
the Vietnaese problem, but it seems to center around his own view of the
fresdon of the press and the right of Journalists to have sccess to

candid vieve of senior officials of the U.B. Govarament. EHe was rather
ecid sbout CIA but he sald he realized that restrictive sttitudes and
procedures vere a reflection of the President's line rather than of the
leaser bureuucracy.” Cline said he mafe cleer that CIA had no role in
public relations policy on the Presidentisl level and Cline thought he
"cheered Joe up 2 little bit and slightly softened his view of the
Gorermment.” On 13 July 1965, after lunch with Mr. Alsop, Mr. Cline
reported: “Alsop's implieit threats ot his last talk with me concerning
publie protests on the Alministrotion's policy of restrieting his (Alsop's)
access to knowvledgesble Goverrmeat officials sesmed to have diseipsted in
the 1ight of his hopes for u better climate in Washington for newapsapermer
wxier the Moyers regime. I think this is lucky for us because I sensed
that Alsop was on the verge of & public attack which might well heve included
some nasty references to CIA. This no longer peoms likely es long as we con-
tinue to maintain a discreet but gener:lly cordial relationship with him.”

10. It will be noted thet Chalmers Roberts, Murrey Marder, Jess
Cook (now stationed in Sedgon), and Willism 6. White either are or appear
to be regulrr conferees with Mr. Cline, in efdition to the "officisl”
contact with Joe Alsop.

11l. Mr. Cline‘*s reports shov he gives no classified information,
follows the line of the Presideni's press conferemces or other official
pubilic ptatements, and belleves there is better feeling tovard the Azency
because of his efforts. He stetes in e memorandum of 25 Januaery 1965:

"I sxpact to maintein these comtacts ot about the present
level, unless elrcumstances chonge, The only unusuel period of
my official contects with the press vas sbout a yeer ago, vhen I
wag instructed to &0 & substantial briefing on the Soviet economy
acil when the HEV YORK TIMES played the story in 8 way which coused
the Agency some erbarrassment, This episcde is well documented,
and I esmume will not be repetded,”
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11, VWhether the press activity of the DDI should be extended to
include the other Deputy Directors, whether the centralized control in
the Directorts office should b2 dslegated so that esch Deputy will be
respensible for the public relations artivities of his Directorate
without reference to the DCI's office, but operste under genaral policy
directives, are some of the qestions that cope to mind in view of Mr.
Cline's pwess work ou behalf of the Agency. His unique "official”
relationshiy with Joe Asop I fully spprove of and think it has been
valushle. other writers like Chalmers Roberts, Murrey Mander,
Jeas Cook, et ol should meke mppointmerts directly with Mr, Cline rather
then come having them makve thelr requests to this office so this office
eould teke the matter up with Mr. Cline, epnd vwhere spproved, have briefings
in this office with o member of this office present, 1s worthy of discussion.

12. MNr. Cline's afforte on hehalf of better understaniing on the
part of the Prees of CIA anf! its duties and responsibilities eare worthy
of pratee, I doubt there has been any mespursble impect on the WASHINGTON
¥O8T but oversll there swrely lhas been no loes,
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